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received with protest, but also with resignation. The
Czech population in Bohemia and Moravia, however, do
not regard their subjection as a permanent condition.
The scanty news from Prague already shows that while
there are no open revolts or bloody skirmishes as in
Abyssinia, there is seething discontent in the Protectorate,
a volcano which the Germans will never extinguish.

The Czechs have already had experience of this type
of struggle. Before 1919 they strove to free themselves
from the grip of the ramshackle Austro-Hungarian
Empire. During the War of 1914-18, the Austro-Hunga-
rian military administration hanged dozens of fighters
for freedom for espionage and treason, and placed on
them placards with the words: 'This is what we do to
traitors and spies/ These terrifying measures did not
damp the patriotism of the Czechs. On the contrary, the
Czechs merely became more cautious in their under-
ground activities against the Dual Monarchy. The Vienna
Government had a whole horde of spies in Prague and
the rest of Bohemia, whose task was to bring the guilty
ones before the courts-martial. Thus the Czechs are no
strangers to persecution. The men who at that time
stood by the cradle of the Czecho-Slovak Republic are
still to-day among the most zealous exponents of the
Czech idea and the new Czech youth has' grown up in the
spirit of the Republic. The means at their disposal to-day
are much greater and the political idea, too, has taken
root in the soil of reality; it is no longer Utopian, but a
political project the realisation of which is a questioiT
only of time and perseverance.